2012 Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic Conference Annual Meeting 

Monday, May 21 - Tuesday, May 22, 2012
The Beachmoor at Massachusetts Maritime
Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts
PRESENT:
John Harper, Mike Storey (Bridgewater State); Sue Lauder, Michelle Walsh (Fitchburg State); Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State); Scott Nichols, Dot Houston (MCLA); Bob Corradi, Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime/MASCAC Media Relations); Tim Shea, Jason Doviak, Nicolle Wood (Salem State); Dick Lenfest, Nancy Bals (Westfield State); Sue Chapman, John Meany, Karen Tessmer (Worcester State); Angela Baumann (MASCAC Commissioner)
The meeting was called to order on Monday afternoon at 12:04 p.m.
Motion to approve minutes of March 28th meeting (Shea, Lauder) approved unanimously.
Awards Ballot.  Nominees for MASCAC Scholar-Athlete, Woman of the Year and MASCAC Presidential Sportsmanship Award were reviewed.  Discussion ensued on voting process.  Votes were cast and will be tabulated by Angela Baumann.
Bridgewater State was congratulated for winning the 2011-12 Howard C. Smith Cup.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
MCLA baseball player Ross Minor applied for hardship waiver that was approved.  Summary of all revisions to Administrative Manual, Bylaws, Constitutions and Championship Manual reviewed.  Strategic Initiative Grant funds for 2011-12, 2012-13 and 2013-14 reviewed—trades among schools for different years in several categories were reviewed and updated.  
Discussion ensued on the Budget Committee Report.  Motion to eliminate Model A and move the other three models forward for further revisions and review (Harper, Kelley) approved unanimously.  The three models should include all staffing, dues and reserve options.  Motion to approve FY13 (2012-13) conference budget (Harper, Corradi) approved unanimously.  Dues bills will be sent out over the next few weeks.

Coaches Calls Summaries:  Baseball – Coaches asked to have rankings removed from players nominated for all-conference rankings.  Pitcher of the Year should be nominee that receives the highest number of first place votes.  Three umpires were requested for all conference tournament games.  Motion to have any Player, Pitcher or Goalie of the Year automatically listed as first team all-conference (Shea, Nichols) approved unanimously.
Softball—Three umpires requested for all conference tournament games.  Coaches recommended unanimously to not vote for their own teams in the pre-season coaches’ poll.  Motion to elevate Worcester State’s Hannah Everson, the MASCAC Co-Pitcher of the Year, from second team all-conference to first team all-conference (Chapman, Corradi) approved unanimously.
Conduct Foul Reports.  Men’s Soccer, Women’s Soccer, Basketball and Volleyball reports reviewed.
Updated 2012-13 schedules reviewed:  MASCAC Meeting schedules—September 27th meeting time changed from 9:00 am to 9:30 am.  MASCAC Championship schedules/dates reviewed.  Tom Kelley will serve as volleyball coaches’ liaison and incoming Bridgewater Director of Athletics will assume men’s soccer liaison role.  MASCAC Important Dates—SAAC date falls on holiday (November 11th).
Corporate Partnerships:  All partnerships have been renewed.  All World Wide Travel plane tickets help offset travel; Adidas will once again donate 500 championship shirts.  EPS printed 500 championship shirts—suggestion made for more larges and extra-larges for men’s championships, more smalls and mediums for women’s championships.  Westfield Sign will continue to provide conference banners.  Conference ball contracts (Spaulding, Brine, Worth, Diamond, Molten) in place for next year.  SMA Update gross revenues stand at $120,321.75—Angela commended by group for continued efforts in working with SMA to increase revenues.  Program Ads will continue to be part of conference championships—Angela will continue to work with Dr. Antonucci on incorporating MASCAC Sponsorship plan.

Sickle Cell Testing.  NCAA is moving in direction of adopting sickle cell testing—power point presentation from NCAA office reviewed.  Discussion ensued on proposal.
Tim Shea distributed proposal for creation of coaching position (based upon model from Plymouth State) at each institution that is comprised of 60 percent coaching, 40 percent administrative position.  More information will be gathered.  Shea expressed concern of potential action items coming out of Recruiting Committee.
Monday’s meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

The meeting reconvened on Tuesday morning at 9:33 a.m.
2011-12 MASCAC Award Winners are as follows:

FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE:

Amanda Gricus, Westfield State

MALE CO-SCHOLAR-ATHLETES:

Chris Kibler, Fitchburg State






Brian Clark, Salem State

WOMAN OF THE YEAR:


Amanda Gricus, Westfield State

PRESIDENTIAL SPORTSMANSHIP:
Massachusetts Maritime
Conference Self-Study needs to be completed next year.  Sections of the report will be completed throughout the coming year at scheduled meetings.  Westfield State was commended for hosting Outdoor Alliance Track & Field Championships—scoring problems persist in the championship and will be reviewed by both conferences over the summer. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Motion to approve baseball/softball 2013-14 & 2014-15 schedules (Lauder, Harper) approved unanimously.  John Meany renewed discussion on moving games scheduled on Good Friday to Saturday, with the rain date set for Monday.  Discussion ensued on both Good Friday and Patriots Day schedule—Bob Corradi suggested that Scheduling Committee review dates and report back at future meetings.
SAAC:  Andrew Corley (Bridgewater State, MASCAC SAAC President) reported on conference SAAC activities and community service project.  This year’s workshop took place at Westfield State on conflict resolution.  Committee has prepared updated information on SAAC mission.  Nicolle Wood suggest upcoming community service project tie each institution in with NCAA Division III/Special Olympics on-going partnership.  2012-13 SAAC Calendar of Events was also reviewed.
Mike Storey asked about future football schedules, and discussion ensued on going from two-year to four-year schedule locked in for inaugural rotation.  Angela Baumann will meet with Scheduling Committee to review dates on four-year schedule and set conference call date with Athletic Directors & affiliates to review football issues later this summer.
Motion to adopt E-Z Stream as official webcasting provider for conference beginning with 2012-13 academic year (Harper, Nichols) approved unanimously.  Motion to have membership receive all budget and financial information prior to annual meeting for review (Lenfest, Kelley) approved unanimously.

Strategic Planning.  Strategic Plan approved by COP last December—updates to plan listed in right hand column.  Specific updates were provided on several action items.  
MASCAC sports matrix updated.  Affiliate policies reviewed—qualifications to increase pool of affiliates to maintain AQ’s, affiliate adherence to conference policies, development of current profile to MASCAC institutions.  Discussion ensued on adoption of language to restrict affiliate membership to public institutions only—group did not feel that was appropriate.  New language suggested for sections of affiliate membership policy.  Motion to remove language that states MASCAC should “adhere to governing policies set by ECAC” (Lauder, Doviak) approved unanimously.

FAR conference call took place in April—Dr. Timothy Jay (MCLA) provided updates to FAR group on call.  MCLA, Salem State and Worcester State have received Ethnic Minority Internship Grants for various administrative and coaching duties.  MCLA also received Student-Athlete Health and Educational Grant. Bridgewater State received the Choices Grant.

Compliance Officers.  24-credit rule language discussed on compliance officers call.  Bob Corradi raised on-going concerns about rule.  Group supported recommendation that affiliates should follow 24-credit rule.  24-credit rule language under academic credibility was revised during committee discussion—John Harper suggested amended language to read “as a fulltime matriculated student”.  Motion to approve amended language (Lauder, Harper) approved unanimously.  Academic All-Conference submission deadline discussed and conference office will work to create more manageable deadlines.  Scott Nichols suggested changing release of teams to December and June instead of current three season format.  Motion to add any winter sport athletes who qualify for All-Academic recognition in spring semester to spring All-Academic release (Nichols, Tessmer) approved unanimously.  All-day Regional Rules Seminar set for June 12th at Babson.
Athletic Trainers Report.  Greg Folino and Chris Barry (Massachusetts Maritime) reported on conference Athletic Trainer’s meeting.  Sports medicine manual will continue to be reviewed annually and updated as necessary—provides recommended guidelines for each institution.  Group stressed importance of maintaining communication and following protocol.  Group discussed best practices and protocol for heat management/control.  Sickle cell testing can be implemented and is covered by insurance according to health services officers—further clarification was sought on insurance coverage for testing.  Discussion also took place on start date for insurance coverage for student-athletes.  Greg Folino also spoke about Team IMPACT program and encouraged member institutions to join Bridgewater, Fitchburg and Massachusetts Maritime in participating.  Member institutions will collaborate on emergency action contact list to utilize.
Sports Information Directors Report.  MASCAC website is in re-design process—special emphasis include separate page for MASCAC TV.  Weekly nominations process will change to incorporate both statistics files and nomination notes, and statistics collection procedure will change to XML uploads in all sports with the exception of volleyball (cap files for 2012) and men’s ice hockey (collegehockeystats.net website).  SID’s unanimously voted to have conference office or designated group review all-conference teams before they are finalized and released.  Conference will hold best-practices summit in August.  Conference participation in Capital One Academic All-America program has been good.  Presto Sports has launched in-game and cumulative statistics programs that are free to all users and provide alternative to Stat Crew—administrators encouraged to speak with SID’s about options, which can also be used by non-Presto schools.  Men’s Golf weekly releases will also be prepared and disseminated in the fall.  Track & Field weekly award nominees will continue to be reviewed and streamlined.
COMMISSIONER’S OLD BUSINESS  
Women’s Basketball Officiating.  Review of women’s basketball officiating bureau discussion ensued.  Motion to remain with WCBO as women’s basketball officiating bureau (Harper, Doviak) for three-year contract with annual May opt-out date failed 2-5-1 (Lauder, Kelley, Nichols, Lenfest, Chapman no; Corradi abstained).  Motion to adopt ECAC as women’s basketball officiating bureau (Lauder, Kelley) for three-year contract with annual May opt-out date approved 5-2-1 (Harper, Doviak no; Corradi abstained).
ECAC Evaluation.  Conference working with ECAC to have member coaches complete officials’ evaluations in all ECAC assigned sports.  Group stressed importance of maintaining confidentiality.
COMMISSIONER’S NEW BUSINESS

Legislation—Sickle Cell proposal back on table for 2013, recruiting legislation coming in 2014.  MASCAC job board will be part of new website re-design.  Several RAC opportunities are open for both NCAA and ECAC Softball committees—candidates were solicited and the following appointments were made:


Field Hockey – Susie Whalen, Worcester State


ECAC Softball – Dot Houston, MCLA


Women’s Lacrosse – Jim Seavey, Massachusetts Maritime


Women’s Basketball – Andrea Bertini, Westfield State


Men’s Ice Hockey – Sue Lauder, Fitchburg State


Volleyball – Carey Eggen, Framingham State

Review of start times for men’s and women’s basketball regular season and tournament games discussed—regular season decisions will remain with institution.  Motion to implement institutional control over which gender plays first for tournaments in championship manual (Lauder, Harper) passed unanimously.
All-Conference Voting:  Jason Doviak presented proposal to change all-conference voting procedure.  Motion to change all-conference voting process from conference call to electronic ballot, with all nominations submitted on-line and electronic ballot prepared and distributed for two-year term (Doviak, Corradi) approved unanimously.

Motion to incorporate 24-hour review window for all nominations (Doviak, Storey), as final ballot must be signed off on by designated institutional administrator (two separate signatures) before return to conference office for two-year term (Doviak, Corradi) approved unanimously.
Motion to eliminate player rankings from all-conference ballots (Lauder, Lenfest) approved unanimously.
Angela Baumann proposed MASCAC policy on public comment.  Scott Nichols suggested incorporating social media into policy.  Motion to accept policy as amended (Nichols, Harper) approved unanimously.
MASCAC mark and name are now registered—paperwork needs to be re-filed in five years and again in 10 years.
Motion to eliminate formal handshake after contests (except in conference championships) and allow competitors to visit individually (Harper, Corradi) failed 3-5 (Lauder, Kelley, Nichols, Doviak, Chapman no).
SUMMER REPORTING PLANNING

Annual Report requests have gone out and are due June 8th.  Championship Manual, Bylaw, Constitution Revisions will be incorporated.  SIG Requisition/Impact form due July 15th.  Internal Directory updates due August 20th.  The Spring All-Academic Team will be released in late June.  Graduation rate survey form due June 1st.  Fall 2012 schedules have been requested from institutions.
Commissioner Baumann will be traveling June 5-7 to Division III Commissioners Meeting and to the NACWAA Workshop July 16-20.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Seavey

Director of Media Relations

