Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic Conference 

Athletic Directors Meeting
Thursday, September 15, 2011
Foster Room, Worcester State University
Worcester, Massachusetts

PRESENT:
John Harper, Mike Storey (Bridgewater State); Sue Lauder, Michelle Walsh (Fitchburg State); Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State); Scott Nichols, Dr. Tim Jay (MCLA); Bob Corradi, Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime/MASCAC Media Relations); Tim Shea (Salem State); Dick Lenfest (Westfield State); Sue Chapman, Karen Tessmer (Worcester State)
The meeting was called to order at 9:48 a.m.
Minutes of May 2011 meeting approved (Shea, Corradi) unanimously. 
Executive Committee structure for 2011-12 and 2012-13 will changed based upon request by Sue Chapman.  Sue Lauder will serve as President, Bob Corradi will serve as Vice President and Scott Nichols will serve as Secretary.  Sue Chapman will now rotate onto Executive Committee in 2013.  Motion to approve structure change (Kelley, Shea) approved unanimously. 

Final 2010-11 Budget reviewed.  Motion to accept final report (Shea, Nichols) approved unanimously.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Report of 2010-11 Secondary Violations.  Fitchburg reported violations in football and women’s basketball.  MCLA reported violations in volleyball, men’s soccer and women’s soccer.  Westfield reported violation in baseball.
Bench Size and Regional Alignment.  Sue Lauder stated that NCAA Championships Committee is reviewing regional alignment, which will affect member schools as possibly aligned with other regions and conferences, which raises concerns on geographic distance and regional alignment.  Changes were made to increase bench sizes for NCAA Championships.  Field Hockey will require goggles for competition.  April 6-15, 2012 will be Division III Recognition Week.  Information on both items will be distributed.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Special thanks to Bob Corradi and Massachusetts Maritime for hosting the Annual Spring Meeting and to Tom Kelley for running the sessions.

2010-11 Manual Changes Summary.  Annual Report, Championships Manual and Administrative Manual updated and posted on website.  By-Laws & Constitution also updated and posted on website.  Hockey Protocol Manual updated and sent to playing member institutions.  Sports Medicine Handbook distributed and posted on website.  Internal Directory will be e-mailed to each institution.

MASCAC/New England Alliance Cross Country.  Championship will take place on Saturday, October 29th at UMass Dartmouth, start time is 11:00 a.m. for women’s championship race and Noon for men’s championship race.  Entry fee is approximately $100.00.  Bob Corradi asked for future discussion on championship format.  Angela Baumann asked if members were interested in purchasing championship t-shirts for meet, and she will discuss further with the Little East.

Strategic Initiative Grant.  New England Regional Rules Seminar being planned by New England Commissioners—seminar will take place at one of four possible sites.  Tentative dates are June 12, 13 or 14, 2012 (one day only).  Dates and times will be finalized in October at ECAC.  FARA funds to be split between Fitchburg and Salem.  Integration Symposium planned for 2012-13, funds to be allocated from Tier 2 as required by NCAA.  Tim Shea asked for specifics on symposium.  Planning will need to begin as soon as possible.  Members were asked to inform Commissioner by end of September if they are not using Tier 1 monies so it can be issued to another member.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Strategic Planning.  Report has not yet been approved.  Group reviewed suggested changes from spring meeting.  Significant discussion ensued on Title IX Compliance semantics.  Revised changes to Strategic Plan will be sent to each institution, and vote on adoption of plan will take place via e-mail over next two weeks.
Scheduling Committee.  Jim Seavey stated that the Scheduling Committee is still reviewing requested changes in 2013-14 schedules for men’s and women’s soccer, men’s and women’s basketball and baseball/softball.  Once review is completed and Committee adopts all schedules, he will forward schedules to Athletic Directors for review and e-mail adoption.
Webcasting Committee.  Glenn Gonsalves (Bridgewater) will deliver committee report in December.

FAR.  Dr. Tim Jay reviewed action items on job description and involvement with campus SAAC.  All schools have job descriptions.  Most FAR’s attend SAAC meetings.  FAR’s should be listed on all institutional websites.
Awards.  Carey Eggen and Bob Corradi are completing review of current conference award structure, including award re-design and addition of Commissioner’s Award.  Data collected on what other conferences are currently awarding and distributing.

Eligibility Committee.  Discussion on addendum to 24 credit rule on eligibility for student-athletes earning second undergraduate degree after graduating.  Language of addendum will be presented by Angela Baumann at December meeting.

MEDIA RELATIONS

Soccer Conduct Foul Report form on-line on MASCAC site.  SID’s will track cards for their team only and submit report after each contest.  Motion to track soccer conduct fouls for MASCAC contests only, host SID responsible for inputting data for both teams (Lenfest, Lauder) approved unanimously.  Program shells will be sent to respective host institutions in advance of all conference championships—programs will be prepared by conference office and e-mail to host SID’s.  Conference will continue to use legacy Stat Crew software for academic year—Stat Crew has suspended implementation of cloud technology until at least next year.  Presto Sports is offering similar statistics program for free.  Conference now has Facebook fan page (MASCAC Sports).  Fall Media Central pages will be uploaded and live prior to conference soccer opening matches this weekend—Presto worked out final kinks.  CoSIDA Academic All-America program for Division III is now in place, conference schools are part of Region 1 that includes all New England states.  Schools must have paid CoSIDA membership dues in order to participate.
COMMISSIONER’S OLD BUSINESS

NCAA has distributed information on Special Olympics involvement with Division III.  Bridgewater, Fitchburg and Westfield have scheduled events.  NCAA webinar on program set for September 19th.  New England Sportsmanship Initiative set to be released on September 16th on website and social media outlets as well as messaging to all institutions, coaches and student-athletes.  
COMMISSIONER’S NEW BUSINESS

The group decided that a Financial Aid review policy was not needed.  Increased hardship waiver documentation required by conference to maintain compliance with NCAA policy.  AMA/lsdbi log-on information available on NCAA site.  Log-in through NCAA site and go to My Applications.  Alliance Track & Field Championships – track scorer for MASCAC scoring will be divided among all participating schools.  Tournament format meeting – Angela Baumann looking to set separate date for meeting and discussion on Wednesday, November 16th at 9:30 a.m. at Worcester State.  Approval of 2013-14 conference schedules will be tabled until after meeting.  SAAC Speaker – Amy Friedman, Sunday, November 13th – discussion at conflict resolution; event to take place at Westfield State at Noon.  Division III Identity purchasing website is now active - $500 limit.  Patches for men’s ice hockey to be purchased using reserve funds, 40 patches to be ordered per school.  Patch to be located on right chest area and will be a one year purchase, members will buy patches going forward.  Angela Baumann asked each school to send her links to job openings.  MASCAC Gear donated by Turfer ($2,500) to conference schools.  Angela Baumann has been in contact with other possible apparel vendors for on-line conference store.  NCAA Baseball & Softball Conduct report forms distributed.  Updated schedules for championships, important dates and coaches’ conference calls distributed—baseball and softball conference calls pushed back to Monday and Tuesday to accommodate membership.  Reminder that all fall championships moved back to Saturday, November 5th, and women’s basketball championship format changed to Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday.  Angela Baumann will ask ECAC for pair of tables for conference administrators to attend ECAC Honors Dinner on October 2nd to honor John Harper as ECAC Male Administrator of the Year.
NEW BUSINESS

Bob Corradi surveyed group of meal money allocation amount.  John Harper and Jim Seavey inquired about future webcasting discussion, which will take place at December meeting. 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Seavey

Director of Media Relations    
